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Message Text 


FOR: VOA PGM/P PGM/R, CINCPAC FOR USICA ADVISOR 
EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION - DISARMAMENT 


1 . THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD, JULY 10, IN ITS SECOND 
EDITORIAL UNDER THE HEADING "REALISM IN THE NUCLEAR AGE" 
COMMENTED: 


2. "IN AN AGE OF NUCLEAR PROTEST, PRESSURE ON THE 
GOVERNMENT TO DECLARE THAT IT DOES NOT WANT ANY COUNTRY 
TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN THE DEFENCE OF NEW ZEALAND IS AS 
PREDICTABLE AS THE MOTIVES ARE IDEALISTIC. THAT IS NOT 
TO SAY THAT A GENERAL RENUNCIATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IS NOT A WORTHY INTERNATIONAL OBJECTIVE. ORDINARY 
PEOPLE EVERYWHERE WOULD CONCUR. BUT IN THE PRESENT WORLD 
POLITICAL CLIMATE, NEW ZEALAND ADOPTION OF SUCH A STANCE 
IN HER DEFENCE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
HARDLY BE REALISTIC. 


3 . "WHAT WOULD A DECLARATION OF THIS NATURE ACHIEVE? 

AT BEST, IT WOULD IRRITATE A FRIENDLY SUPER-POWER WITHOUT 
EXTRACTING ANY PROMISES FROM ANY POTENTIALLY UN- 
FRIENDLY SUPER-POWER... 
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4. "MOREOVER, WHERE WARS ARE BEING FOUGHT TODAY - 
IN AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST - THE WEAPONS BEING USED 
ARE CONVENTIONAL, AS THEY HAVE BEEN IN ALL CONFLICTS 
SINCE 1945... 


5. "PERHAPS TOO MUCH ATTENTION IS BEING PAID TO NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT AND TOO LITTLE TO CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT. 
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CERTAINLY, DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, WHICH CANNOT AFFORD OR 
OTHERWISE PROCURE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, ARE CONTRIBUTING 
PROPORTIONATELY MORE TO THE RISE IN ARMS SPENDING THAN THE 
SUPER-POWERS... 

6. "IF IN INTERNATIONAL COUNCILS NEW ZEALAND'S VOICE 
IS TO BE HEARD AS REALISTIC AND RESPONSIBLE, IT MUST 
EXPRESS BALANCED VIEWS AND NOT JUST THOSE AROUSED 
BY POPULAR EMOTION." ANDERSON 
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